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MINUTES OF SILEBY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY, 6 APRIL 2023 AT 6.30PM AT SILEBY COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor Mrs J Jones (Chairman)   Councillor Mr R Butler  
Councillor Mrs E Jones    Councillor Mr T Cox 
Councillor Mr A Higgs     Councillor Mr R Bailey  
Councillor Mr N Matlock    Councillor Mrs M Wilson-Knight 
  
   

NOT PRESENT 
 

Councillor Mr J Walker (Apologies received) 

Councillor Major K McRae (No apologies received) 
Councillor Dr S Haider (No apologies received) 

 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 
County Councillor Mr R J Shepherd (up to and inc Min No 445/22)   
Mrs R Richardson - Clerk 
Mrs J Lovatt – Deputy Clerk 
Miss L J Richardson – Admin Officer 
2 members of the public 
 

 
440/22 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND ACCEPTANCE BY COUNCIL 
RESOLVED to accept and approve apologies from Councillor Mr J Walker.  Apologies also 
received from Borough Councillors Mr P Murphy and Mr A Paling.  
 
441/22 
TO RECEIVE DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS AND REQUESTS FOR 
DISPENSATIONS 
Councillor Mr R Bailey Min No 447/22 
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442/22 
CLERK’S REPORT 
This application is for information only (not a formal consultation) as this application type is 
Outline Planning Permission: P/23/0170/2 Outline Planning Application for proposed bungalow 
dwelling (Layout and Access Only) Lodge Farm, Ratcliffe Road, Sileby, LE12 7PY 
 
I have today forwarded to members the LRALC document re Benefits of LRALC membership, 
plus a circular dated 31 March 2023.  
 
Kate Crowfoot, Community Recovery Worker for Charnwood Communities from LCC, who was 
going to attend the Annual Park meeting, will not now be attending because of pre-election 
period restrictions (purdah); she is happy to come another time, if members wish. 
 
As from 9 May we will no longer have the General Power of Competence – this cannot be re-
adopted as we will not have had 10 elected members. 
 
443/22 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
A member of the public came to discuss the potential of siting a street food truck on the 
Memorial Park at weekends throughout the summer (see minute no. 464/22). There would be 
different themes, Mexican, plant-based foods, burgers etc. He gave assurances that any litter 
created, would be removed by himself after the event. 
 
444/22 
TO CONFIRM AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 16 MARCH 
2023 
RESOLVED To accept as a true record and these were duly signed. 
 
445/22 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND BOROUGH COUNCILLORS IF IN ATTENDANCE 
County Councillor Mr R Shepherd discussed the meeting held previously with Mr O O’Shea 
from Leicestershire County Council Highways. Potholes were discussed, and Councillor 
Shepherd asked if Councillors could send him before and after photographs of potholes 
reported to LCC. Councillor Mrs M Wilson-Knight asked if this included pavements. Clerk to 
look into this. 
 
446/22 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED OR REPORTS RECEIVED – FOR INFORMATION 
ONLY 
Councillor Mrs E Jones reported that the wildflower seeds had now been scattered. These 
wildflower seeds had kindly been donated by Councillor Mr T Cox.  
 
Councillor Mr A Higgs referred to the meeting with Mr O’Shea that was previously discussed in 
minute no. 445/22. Councillor Shepherd stated that is was the responsibility of the police 
authority to enforce HGVs not using Mountsorrel Lane. Clerk to ask the police for their help in 
this issue. 
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Councillor Mrs M Wilson-Knight had received a response from Mr Ian Sharp from the 
Leicestershire Education Authority regarding secondary school placements for Sileby residents. 
Councillor Mrs Knight to look at the overall percentage of the figures given. 
 
447/22 
TO CONSIDER AND AGREE COMMENTS FOR THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS: - 
(a) P/21/2650/2 Erection of single storey front extension and single storey side and rear 

extension 93 Melody Drive, Sileby, LE12 7UU Amended red line on site location plan  
RESOLVED - OBJECTION – Clarification required from the adjacent property’s concerns 
regarding infringement of their boundary and parking space. 

 
448/22 
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE KINCHBUS 2 SERVICE AND APPROVE ANY 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Councillor Mrs E Jones updated members on the DRT survey results. Twenty responses had 
been received, with a service required daily. These results will need to be merged with the 
Cossington surveys.  
RESOLVED Clerk to arrange a meeting with Councillor Mrs P Weston-Webb (Cossington Parish 
Council) and Councillors Mrs E Jones, Mrs M Wilson-Knight, Mr R Butler and Mrs J Jones to go 
through the responses – preferably late morning or lunchtime on a Monday. 
Clerk to also contact Jane Hunt MP’s office to see if there is any progress.  
 
449/22 
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE FROM THE PROJECT PARK! WORKING PARTY 
The Clerk had spoken to Cara Baker at Charnwood Borough Council, who has confirmed that 
we have an extension in which to spend the S106 monies relating to P/13/0569/2 and 
P/12/2235/2 in the sum of £103,900 until December 2023.  
 
450/22 
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER COSTINGS TO HAVE THE FLOOR IN THE WESLEYAN ROOM RE-LAID, 
TO EITHER HAVE: - 
(a) £1,290 plus VAT to have new 4” oak strip flooring or 
(b) to have the above work done plus a further £844 plus VAT, to resurface the whole area  

RESOLVED To approve option (b) at a total cost of £2,134 plus VAT 
 

451/22 
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER PRICE QUOTATIONS FOR THE ANNUAL SERVICING OF BOILERS 
ON 3 SITES 
RESOLVED To appoint East Goscote Plumbers at a cost of £968.54 
 
452/22 
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER A PRICE QUOTATION FOR THE HANGING BASKETS ALONG HIGH 
STREET AND KING STREET 
RESOLVED To accept the quote from for the 24 hanging baskets from Furrows Horticulture 
Ltd in the sum of £750 
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453/22 
TO RECEIVE AND NOTE THAT WE HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN A SHARE OF THE UK SHARED 
PROSPERITY FUND IN THE SUM OF £498,472 OVER A THREE-YEAR DURATION OF THE PROJECT, 
SUBJECT TO THE DELIVERY OF THE CONTRACTUAL  
RESOLVED To note this 
 
454/22 
TO RECEIVE AND NOTE A LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM A COUNCILLOR 
RESOLVED to note that Mr J Frost has stepped down. 
 
455/22 
TO RECEIVE AND NOTE A LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM A MEMBER OF THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
RESOLVED to note that Mrs E Astill has resigned. 
 
456/22 
TO APPROVE APPROACHING JELSONS TO ASK IF THEY WILL ALLOW/HELP DEVELOP THE BROOK 
ENTRANCE TO THE PARK  
Councillor Mr A Higgs volunteered to approach Messrs Jelsons asking for permission and their 
help to develop one of the entrances to the park which belongs to them.  
RESOLVED To agree to this. 
 
457/22 
CEMETERY REVIEW – MINUTE NO 277/22 REFERS 
Councillor Mrs J Jones said that the Christmas Tree for the cemetery had already been 
authorised. The Administration Officer felt that the area where families can scatter ashes is in 
need of refurbishment, and a bench in that area would also be nice so that families can sit and 
reflect.  It was RESOLVED that the Administration Officer would draw up a plan, with costs, and 
report back to Council. This could then be posted on the website, with updates of progress at 
the Cemetery. 
 
The Clerk read out a letter from a gentleman that used to live in the village regarding the 
Cemetery. This was noted. 
 
458/22 
CEMETERY - TO APPROVE FELLING THE LEYLANDII BETWEEN THE GARAGES AT THE 
BEGINNING OF THE ALLOTMENTS, AND TO CLEAR ELDERS ETC AS NECESSARY, OVER THE 
WINTER BY END FEBRUARY LATEST 
RESOLVED To approve this request. To obtain quotations, and Councillors Mr A Higgs and Mr 
N Matlock agreed to meet contractors onsite to discuss what is required for the quotation. 
 
459/22 
TO CONSIDER WHAT ACTION TO TAKE AS REGARDS PAYMENT FOR THE SAFETY OF THE 
APPROXIMATELY 150 MEMORIALS IN THE CEMETERY 
The Clerk had taken advice regarding this issue. It is the responsibility of the owner of the 
memorial to maintain the memorial, and to ensure that it is safe. To repair all of the memorials 
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that are in disrepair is an unfair cost to Sileby residents as they are not liable for the repairs. 
RESOLVED Clerk to write to the memorial owners at their last known address informing them 
that their memorial is unsafe, and as they are responsible for the memorial, they must carry 
out repairs by a NAMM or BRAMM registered stonemason to make it safe. Due to the time 
that has passed since the purchase a lot of the of the Right of Burials, these contact details 
could be out of date, so notices will be posted in the Cemetery and on the website and social 
media. Notices have already been placed on the graves, asking for the families to contact the 
Parish Council Office. If no response has been made after three months, the Council will 
arrange for the memorial to be laid flat on the plot.  
 
460/22 
TO CONSIDER AND DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF MARTIN’S WALK  
Councillor Mr A Higgs felt that because Martin’s Walk was in the centre of Sileby and a focal 
point in the village, it should be a pleasant place to visit. Due to the Lime Trees, it is dark and 
the grass is poor. Councillor Higgs would like to plant suitable plants for shaded areas, and to 
relocate the seating area to a lighter area out of the shade, 
RESOLVED Due to the number of projects at the moment, this item to go on the agenda in July 
for further consideration. 
 
461/22 
TO APPROVE REGISTERING AN EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR THE ENERGY FUND, LAUNCHED 
BY THE FOOTBALL FOUNDATION.  THE ENERGY SUPPORT PROGRAMME HELPS CLUBS AND 
ORGANISATIONS BECOME MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT 
RESOLVED To defer this agenda item as Councillor Mr J Walker was not in attendance. 
 
462/22 
TO CONSIDER PURCHASING A DOG POO SIGN(S) FOR THE MEMORIAL PARK AND CEMETERY  
RESOLVED To purchase five signs at a cost of £92.00 plus VAT 
 
463/22 
TO RECEIVE AND NOTE THAT CHARNWOOD BOROUGH COUNCIL WILL BE ADDING 3EV 
CHARGING POINTS TO SERVE 6 SPACES IN KING STREET CAR PARK  
RESOLVED To note this. Clerk to inform Charnwood Borough Council of concerns that this could 
have an impact on an already stretched car park with a lack of spaces. 
 
464/22 
TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER AN INTEREST, FROM A RESIDENT, IN SETTING UP A STREET FOOD 
VAN IN SILEBY MEMORIAL PARK FOR THEMED EVENTS E.G., KING’S CORONATION 
RESOLVED To grant permission for this on a trial basis throughout the summer. Resident to 
liaise with the Clerk regarding relevant licences and insurance. 
 
465/22 
TO REVIEW ACTION STATUS REPORT (APPENDIX I) 
RESOLVED This was reviewed and updated. 
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466/22 
CONTENT FOR PARISH COUNCIL NEWS ARTICLE 
Wildflower Verges – Cllr Mrs E Jones 
Keep Britain Tidy Litter pick – Cllr R Butler 
 
467/22 
FUTURE PLANNING 
None  
 
 
Meeting closed at 8.23 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman’s Signature: ………………………………………………. Date:  …………………………………….  


